
Update November 2013 

St Anthony’s School, Margate, Kent 

 

The pond has now settled down and some common newts have decided to move in, 

we have seen 5 possibly 6 newts. We have started to build a gabion sculpture near the 

pond and are making a mosaic bee design bug hotel hopefully for bees, in the art 

group. We are starting to look towards planting more plants that will attract bees and 

are in the process of ordering the plants for spring. The Kent Wildlife Trust has given 

us a list of possible plants that we should use. We also won an award from Kent Life 

Magazine for our garden. 

 

Our 2 groups range in ages from 9 to 15 years of age. The mixture allows the older 

ones to support and show the younger ones and reinforces how to behave in the 

garden and when working. The art group is relaxed and enables our young people not 

only to learn about colour and design, cutting mosaics, and setting them but also gives 

them time for socialising with their peers and thereby gaining social skills that they do 

not have time to gain during class time. The gardening group learn team work and 

work well together. Both groups have been able to see the progress they are making 

and also the difference in the garden and the dining room and are proud of what they 

have achieved. 

 

We have nearly completed the mural in the school lunch room for the younger pupils 

and will start making the mosaics for outdoors, also completing the mural on the wall 

by the pond. It has been designed using ideas from the young people who will be 

painting it over the next year weather permitting. If it is dry we will paint the mural if 

it is wet we will make the mosaics.  

 

We are starting the second phase of our 3 year plan, which includes planting 

hedgerows around the school to encourage wildlife. The young people will also create 

some rustic fencing using natural materials, wood and willow to protect the hedgerow 

and allow it to grow. This will give our students a good insight into fencing and will 

improve their skill base with digging, measuring the fencing, sawing and using willow 

to create different textures on the fencing. 

 

As some of our students are getting ready to leave school this enables them to gain the 

experience and work hands on, problem solving as they go. It also helps them with 

their choices post 16, as some want to continue at Hadlow College, Canterbury with a 

Land Based Study course to enable them to gain employment in the future. 


